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Department of Defense Directive

SUBIECT Participation in International Sports Competitions

References: [(a) Public law 159, S0th Congress, apbroved 1 July 1947
(b) Public Law 342, 83d Congress, approved 22 April 1954

I PURPOSE

|

The purpose of this directive is to prescribe 2 Department of

[ Defense policy regarding the participation of Armed Forces
rersonnel in international sports competitions. This poliey

} has particular refersnce to participation in the Pan~American

and Olympic Gemes.

!

II.  POLIGY

The Congress of the United States, by Public Law 159, 80th
Congress, anthorized the direction of the training and atiend-
ance of personnel of the Armed Forces in Clympic Games. By
Public Law 342, B3d Congress, The President of the United States
i1g authorized and requested to urge all citizens to do all in
their power to support the Pan-American and Olympic CGames and

to insure that the United States will be fully and adequately -
represented in these games. The primary training responsibility
of the Department of Defense is the training of personnel for
the Armed Fforces. In view of the significance attached to full
and adeguats representation in international sports competitions,
the Secrebaries of the Army, Navy and Alr Force, consistent with
this primary training responsibility, will provide opportunity
for Armed Forces personnel who volunteer to train for and com-
pete in authorized international sports competitions.

III.  PROCEDUHES

A. The Department of Defense Commitiee on International Sports
Competitions will serve as the liaison, coordinating and
advigory agency for the Secrsbary of Defense on intermational
sports competitions. This committee will regolve such
matters which, within the statsd policy or procedurses, can~
net be regolved by the Service Secretaries. The committee




will make the necessary interpretations of, or, when deemed
necessary, recommend to the Secretary of Defense proposed changes ‘
in, the stated policy. )

B. Wwhile the provisions of this directive apply primerily %o the Pan-
American and Olympic Games, the Secretaries may apply applicable
portions as a guide for participation of personnel of their re
spective Services in international sports competitions considsrgd
desirable by the respsctive Secretaries.

C. Upon being selscied for = team representing the United States in
international Sompetition Armed Forces personnel will be equipped,
transported, and subsisted by the sponsoring agency (United States
Olympic Coimittee, etc.) in the same menner as are civilian members
of the team.

Iv. ADMT NI STRATION

A. Agsigmments. Armed Forces personnel who are selected to participate
may be placed on duty a2t such places and for such periods of time
as are necessary:

l. To train for and participate in the Pan~American Games, Olympic
Gemes and other amthorized international sports competitions.

2. TFor plenning, observing, or coordinating matters pertaining to
authorized internabional sports competitions.

B. Training. Suitable specialized training will be provided separate- .
1y or Jjointly by the Services for those members of the Armed Forces
qualified to compete in authorized international sports competitions.

V. REPORTS

Armed Services directives and regulations implementing this directive
, -3 will be coordinated to insure uniformity with respect to methods, pro-
cedures and safeguards and forwarded =0 as to each h be Asslstant
‘,*t Secretary of Defense (Manpoweg.ani~Personnel ‘Tater than 60 days
from the effective date of this directive.

VI. EFTECTIVE DATE

This directive is effective L September 195kL. /é;b4kazjaii¢¢4uj

Acting Secretary of Defense
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