
References: (a) Publie Law 159, 80th Congress, approved 1 July 1947 
(b )  Public Law 342, 83d Congress, approved 22 Apri l  1954 

The purpose o f  t h i s  d i r e c t i v e  i s  t o  p resc r ibe  a Department of 
Defense po l i cy  regarding the p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of Arined Zorces 
personnel i n  i n t s r n a t i o n a l  spor t s  competitions. This pol icy  
has p a r t i c d m  reference to p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  the  Pan-American 
and Olympic Games,. 

The Congress of the  United S t a t e s ,  by h b l i c  L a w  159, 80th 
Congress, authorized the di rec t ion  o f  the t r a i n i n g  and attend- 
ance of personnel. of the  Arrned Yorces i n  Olympic Sames. 3y 
Fublic Z a w  342, 83d Cokwess, The Pres ident  of the United S t a t e s  
i s  author ized and requested to urge all c i t i z e n s  to do all i n  
t h e i r  power to support the Pan-herican and Olympic Games and 
to insure  that the  Gnited S t a t e s  w i l l  be P d l y  and adequately 
represented i n  these gemes. The primary t r a i n i n g  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
of the Department of Defense i s  the  t r a in ing  of persoanel  f o r  
the  Armed 3'orces. I n  view of the s igni f icance  a t tached to f u l l  
an& adequate representa t ion i n  i n t e r u a t i o n a l  spor t s  competitions, 
the Secre ta r i e s  or" the Army, Navy and A i r  Force, cons i s t en t  w i t h  
t h i s  primary t r a i n i n g  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  w i l l  provide opportunity 
f o r  Armed Zorces personnel who volunteer  t o  t r a i n  f o r  and oom- 
pe te  i n  authorized i n t e r n a t i o n a l  spor t s  co;npetitions. 

A. The Department o f  Defense Committee on In te rna t iona l  Sports 
Competitions w i l l  serve as the  l i a i s o n ,  coordina'cing and 
advisory agencr f o r  the  Secretary of DeTense on i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
s p o r t s  c o r ~ e t i t i o n s .  This c o r n i t t e e  w i l l  reaolve such 
mat te r s  which, wit-hin the s t a t e d  p o l i c y  o r  procedures, can- 
not  be resolved by the Service  Secre tar ies .  The committee 



w i l l  make the  necessary i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f ,  o r ,  when deemed 
necessary, recommend to the  Secretary of Def ense proposed changes 
i n ,  the s t a t e d  policy. 

B. While the  provisions of t h i s  d i r e c t i v e  apply p r i n a r i l y  t o  the ?a- 
American and Olympic Games, t h e  Secre ta r i e s  ma9 apply appl icable  
por t ions  as a guide f o r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of personnel of t h e i r  re- 
spective Services i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s p o r t s  competitions considered 
deei rable  by the  respect ive  Secre ta r i e s .  

C. Upon being se1:cted f o r  a teem represent ing the  United S t a t e s  i n  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  competition, Armed Forces personnel w i l l  be equipped, 
t ranspor ted ,  Land subsis ted  by the  sponsoring agency (United S t a t e s  
Olgmpic C o h i t t e e  , e tc.) i n  t h e  same mmner as a r e  c i v i l i a n  members 
of the  team. 

8 .  Assignments. h e d  3'orces personnel who are se lec ted  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  
may be placed on duty at such places  and for such pe r iods  of time 
a s  a r e  necessary: 

1. To t r a i n  f o r  and p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  the  Pan-American Games, Olympic 
Games and o the r  authorized i n t e r n a t i o n a l  spor t s  competitione. 

2.  Yor planning, observing, o r  coordinating mat ters  pe r ta in ing  t o  
authorized i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s p o r t s  competitions. 

3. T r a i n t w .  Sui table  special ized t r a i n i n g  w i l l  be provided separate- 
l y  o r  j o i n t l y  by the Services f o r  those members of the  Armed Torces 
qualified to compete i n  authorized i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s p o r t s  competitions. 

V. REPORTS 

Armed Services d i r e c t i v e s  and regu la t ions  implementing t h i s  d i r e c t i v e  
2, w i l l  be coordinated t o  insure  uniformity wi th  respec t  t o  methods, p o -  

w L' pedures  and s a f e m a r a s  and forwarded so as t o  eac$@e Assis tant  

' \ 2 Secre tary  of Defense (Menpoueg a+ Permnncl  & l a t e r  than 60 days 
from the e f f e c t i v e  da te  of t h i s  d i rec t ive .  

VI. E2rnCTIVEDATE 

This d i r e c t i v e  i s  e f f e c t i v e  4 September 19SL. 

Acting Secretary of Defense 


