Armed Forces Wrestlers Capture Laurels at Nationals 

By: Van Stokes, Community Recreation Director, Fort Campbell, KY

Armed Forces wrestlers showed their fighting force at USA Wrestling’s National Championships, May 9-10 in Las Vegas.  Army wrestlers captured two national titles in the Greco-Roman division while the Air Force took two seconds as well as the biggest upset in the tournament.

In the 120 kg semi-finals of Greco-Roman, Corey Farkas of the Air Force beat Olympic Champion Rulon Gardner, 4-0, in a stunner.  Gardner was also the 2001 World Champion but sat out last season after a life-threatening snowmobile accident.  He appeared to be on the comeback trail headed for a championship match showdown with the Army’s reigning World Champion Demiel Byers.  

Instead, Farkas drove Gardner to his back twice for the overtime win.   The challenge of beating two World Champions in succession was a tall order for Farkas, who lost in the championship to Byers, 3-0.  Byers lifted Farkas from the down position and threw him to his back for the score. 

In the 74 kg finals of Greco-Roman, Keith Sieracki of the Army won his second straight National Championship beating Kenny Cook of Ames, Iowa, 6-1.  Army teammate Glenn Nieradka lost to Jim Gruenwald of Colorado Springs, 6-0, in the finals of the Greco-Roman 60 kg category. 

Phillip Johnston of the Air Force lost the 96 kg Championship match to Olympic Bronze Medalist Garrett Lowney, Minneapolis, Minnesota, 4-0.  The Marines took two bronze medals with Jake Clark at 84 kg and Deon Hicks at 96 kg, while Glenn Garrison, Army, also placed third in the 60 kg category.

There were no medalists from the military in the Freestyle Division, but the Army’s Tina George, a Silver Medalist in the Women’s World Championships, placed second losing to Tela O’Donnell of Colorado Springs, 6-4.  Iris Smith of the Army placed third in the 76 kg category.

Finishers in Greco-Roman through eight places includes the following:

55 Kg: 4th Anthony Gibbons, Army



6th Michael Santos, Army



7th Neal Rodak, Navy


60 Kg: 2nd Glenn Nieradka, Army



4th Jacob Hey, USAF



5th Duaine Martin, USMC



7th James Johnson, Army

66 Kg: 3rd Glenn Garrison, Army



4th Oscar Wood, Army



6th Steve Woods, USAF


74 Kg: 1st Keith Sieracki, Army



7th Keith Barkers, USMC


84 Kg: 3rd Jake Clark, USMC



4th Aaron Sieracki, USAF



7th Kenny Owens, USMC



8th Brad Ahern, USMC


96 Kg: 2nd Phillip Johnson, USAF



3rd Deon Hicks, USMC



6th Frank Workman, USMC



7th Jason Loukides, Army


120Kg: 1st Dremiel Byers, Army



  2nd Corey Farkas, USAF



  3rd Josh Feldman, Navy 

The only military finishers in Freestyle were the Army’s Dominic Black, who placed 4th in 96 kg, and Jason Kutz who was 6th at 60 kg. 

According to the published brackets, entries in each the Greco-Roman, Freestyle and Women’s Divisions by each of the four branches of service, as well as the total entries per style are as follows:

Style


Army
      USAF        Navy
     USMC 
Total Entries

Greco-Roman            14             13              7            15                166 

Freestyle                      9               0              0              0                350                

Women’s                      2               0              0              0                  95

Complete results, stories, pictures and quotes from the competitors may be found at USAWrestling.org.

